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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
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LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1-19. (CANCELED) 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A towed body comprising: 
a body portion; 

a support member mounted on the body portion, the support member 
being movable with respect to the body portion in a generally rearward direction 
along a section thereof; 

a plurality of forward opening blades pivotally mounted on the support 
member and lying adjacent the body portion in a stowed position, the blades 
defining a drag cone when in a fully deployed position; and 

a deployment mechanism associated with the support member for causing 
movement in the generally rearward direction, the deployment mechanism 
including ramp means for deploying the blades and blades, locking means for 
locking the blades in the fully deployed [[position]] position, and surface means 
for effecting movement in the generally rearward direction based on an action 
of fluid, in which the towed body is stowed, on the surface means . 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A towed body according to claim 20 
wherein the d e p l oym e nt m e chan i sm i nc l ud e s surface means is associated with the 
support member for e ff e cting mov e m e nt in tho g e n e ral l y rearward d i r e ction . 

22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A towed body according to claim 21 
wherein the surface means is mounted on the support member. 

23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A towed body according to claim 21, 
wherein the surface means abuts the support member. 

24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A towed body according to claim 23, 
wherein the surface means comprises a hub member releasably mounted on the 
body portion. 
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25. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 24, wherein the hub 
member comprises at least two interlocking hub portions. 

26. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 25, herein each hub 
portion includes at least two moveable sections, each section being extendable in a 
generally radial direction away from the body portion. 

27. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 25, wherein each 
hub portion has a front face, the front face including a plurality of recesses formed 
therein. 

28. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 26, wherein each 
hub portion has a front face, the front face including a plurality of recesses formed 
therein. 

29. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 21, wherein the 
surface means comprises a plurality of rear opening blades, the rear opening blades 
lying in a stowed position along the body portion and opening to form a generally 
disc-shaped surface in their deployed position. 

30. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 29, wherein the rear 
opening blades fold rearwards from their deployed position when the forward 
opening blades are fully deployed. 

31. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 28, wherein the rear 
opening blades fold rearwards from their deployed position when the forward 
opening blades are fully deployed. 

32. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 29, wherein the rear 
opening blades fold rearwards from their deployed position when the forward 
opening blades are fully deployed. 

33. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 31, wherein the rear 
opening biades are substantially shorter than the forward opening blades. 
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34. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 22, wherein the 
surface means comprises a plurality of rear opening blades, the rear opening blades 
lying in a stowed position along the body portion and opening to form a generally 
disc-shaped surface in their deployed position. 

35. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 34, wherein the rear 
opening blades fold rearwards from their deployed position when the forward 
opening blades are fully deployed. 

36. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 34, wherein the rear 
opening blades are jettisoned from their deployed position when the forward opening 
blades are fully deployed. 

37. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 34, wherein the rear 
opening blades remain in their deployed position when the forward opening blades 
are fully deployed. 

38. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 34, wherein the rear 
opening blades are substantially shorter than the forward opening blades. 

39. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 23, wherein the 
surface means comprises a plurality of rear opening blades, the rear opening blades 
lying in a stowed position along the body portion and opening to form a generally 
disc-shaped surface in their deployed position. 

40. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 39, wherein the rear 
opening blades fold rearwards from their deployed position when the forward 
opening blades are fully deployed. 

41. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 39, wherein the rear 
opening blades are jettisoned from their deployed position when the forward opening 
blades are fully deployed. 
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42. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 39, wherein the rear 
opening blades remain in their deployed position when the forward opening blades 
are fully deployed. 

43. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 39, wherein the rear 
opening blades are substantially shorter than the forward opening blades. 

44. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 24, wherein the 
surface means comprises a plurality of rear opening blades, the rear opening blades 
lying in a stowed position along the body portion and opening to form a generally 
disc-shaped surface in their deployed position. 

45. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 44, wherein the rear 
opening blades fold rearwards from their deployed position when the forward 
opening blades are fully deployed. 

46. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 44, wherein the rear 
opening blades are jettisoned from their deployed position when the forward opening 
blades are fully deployed. 

47. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 44, wherein the rear 
opening blades remain in their deployed position when the forward opening blades 
are fully deployed. 

48. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 44, wherein the rear 
opening blades are substantially shorter than the forward opening blades. 

49. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 25, wherein the 
surface means comprises a plurality of rear opening blades, the rear opening blades 
lying in a stowed position along the body portion and opening to form a generally 
disc-shaped surface in their deployed position. 

50. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 49, wherein the rear 
opening blades fold rearwards from their deployed position when the forward 
opening blades are fully deployed. 
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51. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 49, wherein the rear 
opening blades are jettisoned from their deployed position when the forward opening 
blades are fully deployed. 

52. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 49, wherein the rear 
opening blades remain in their deployed position when the forward opening blades 
are fully deployed. 

53. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 49, wherein the rear 
opening blades are substantially shorter than the forward opening blades. 

54. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 23, wherein the 
deployment mechanism further includes guide means for guiding the movement of 
the support member in the generally rearward direction. 

55. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 54, wherein the 
guide means includes at least two slots formed in the body portion and pins attached 
to the hub member, the pins sliding in the slots along the body portion. 

56. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 55, wherein the slots 
include run-outs at a rearward end thereof for effecting release of the hub member. 

57. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 56, wherein the 
locking means comprises a snap ring mounted in the support member, the snap ring 
engaging with a groove formed in the body portion. 

58. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 57, wherein the 
groove is formed adjacent the run-out. 

59. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 58, wherein the 
relative positions of the groove and the ramp means and of the locking means and 
the pivotal mounting for the blades on the support member together define the 
diameter of the drag cone formed by the fully deployed forward opening blades. 
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60. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 24, wherein the 
deployment mechanism further includes guide means for guiding the movement of 
the support member in the generally rearward direction. 

61. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 60, wherein the 
guide means includes at least two slots formed in the body portion and pins attached 
to the hub member, the pins sliding in the slots along the body portion. 

62. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 61 , wherein the slots 
include run-outs at a rearward end thereof for effecting release of the hub member. 

63. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 28, wherein the 
deployment mechanism further includes guide means for guiding the movement of 
the support member in the generally rearward direction. 

64. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 63, wherein the 
guide means includes at least two slots formed in the body portion and pins attached 
to the hub member, the pins sliding in the slots along the body portion. 

65. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 64, wherein the slots 
include run-outs at a rearward end thereof for effecting release of the hub member. 

66. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 65, wherein the 
locking means comprises a snap ring mounted in the support member, the snap ring 
engaging with a groove formed in the body portion. 

67. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 66, wherein the 
groove is formed adjacent the run-out. 

68. (WITHDRAWN) A towed body according to claim 67, wherein the 
relative positions of the groove and the ramp means and of the locking means and 
the pivotal mounting for the blades on the support member together define the 
diameter of the drag cone formed by the fully deployed forward opening blades. 
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69. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A towed body according to claim 20, 
wherein the locking means comprises a snap ring mounted in the support member, 
the snap ring engaging with a groove formed in the body portion. 



